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Re: Richardson F l a t T a i l i n g s Si t e — Summit County, Utah (8ENF-T)
Dear Andrea and Jim:

T h i s f i r m represents A S A R C O Incorporated with regard to the above-referenced site.
T h i s l e t t er is written on b eha l f of Asarco, ARCO and Noranda ("Companies"), all of which
received le t ters f rom EPA dated on or about June 7, 2000 n o t i f y i n g them of EPA's view that
they may have pot ent ia l l i a b i l i t y at the Richardson Flat T a i l i n g s S i t e . The le t ters invited the
Companies to p a r t i c i p a t e in response activities at the site through the negotiation of an
Admini s tra t ive Order on Consent ("AOC") for focused remedial i n v e s t i g a t i o n / f e a s i b i l i t y
study ( " R I / F S " ) .

As Rich Curley exp la ined on b eha l f of the Companie s in a recent t e l ephone
conversation with Andrea, given EPA's and United Park Ci ty Mines C o m p a n y ' s ("United
Park") desire to begin f i e l d work this summer and United Park's central role as owner of the
site in preparing the Statement of Work and W o r k p l a n for the focused RI/FS, the Companies
believe that it would be in all the par t i e s ' best interests for United Park alone to conduct the
focused RI/FS with EPA oversight. The Companies' decision is based, in large part, on the
fac t that they are not in nearly as good a po s i t ion as the site's owner, United Park, to r a p i d l y
negot ia t e an AOC with EPA and begin to implement the f o cu s ed RI/FS Workp lan .

Moreover, by taking this approach, during the coming weeks and months in which
EPA and United Park will presumable negot iate an AOC and begin to conduct the RI/FS, the
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Companies will be able to concentrate on compl e t ing their initial evaluation of what prior
involvement they may have had with the site and continue di s cus s ions which are underway
between the Companie s and between the Companies and United Park about how the
Companies might par t i c ipa t e in f u n d i n g the focused RI/FS. We hope that both EPA and
United Park agree that this divis ion of labor will a l low all of the part i e s involved to
accompl i sh the maximum progres s in the shortest time po s s i b l e .

Plea s e let us know if you have any questions or wish to discuss this matter further.
Very truly yours,

Michael R. T h o r p
Attorney f o r A S A R C O Incorporated

Donald Robbins, Asarco
Richard Curley, Arnold & Porter
Chuck S t i l w e l l , ARCO
A l a n Au, ARCO
Rick S i w i k , Noranda
J i m Schnarr, Noranda
Ed Van Ginke l , Noranda
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